Ground Report

2020 has been a challenging year. Whilst all sporting activities are still being disrupted by the pandemic, the facilities continue to be maintained to a good standard thanks to Ian Muir.
During the periods when some sort of normality was possible, issues with parking still arose but were thankfully much fewer.

Main Ground
Football – The 2019-2020 season ended early during lockdown and, as the pitches were in reasonable condition, renovations were scaled back more than usual and only 20 tons of root zone were spread over the outfield. In hindsight, this amount proved to be less than required as, even with the usual extensive and time consuming deployment of sprinklers, both pitches took all summer and some additional work to reach a good condition before the start of the 2020-21 season. New nets have also now been placed on the goals. The OWFC has increased the number of teams it runs on Saturday from eight up to ten and there are now eight 11-a-side junior teams on Sunday, as well as the vets and super vets teams. The frequency of matches being played had therefore started to increase and could have gone beyond what is considered ideal. In spite of this and due in part to them being rested in the second lockdown, the pitches are currently in very good condition.
Car parking on a Saturday afternoon was not being monitored at the beginning of the year but since the start of the new season and with new restrictions in place, parking as well as all the pre and post match activities have been carefully monitored by Alex Forbes.
And, thanks to Mick Pilgrim for continuing to organise all Vets/Super Vets fixtures, the only senior football now on Sundays.
Note that the main ground will be available for football up to the weekend of the 17th/18th April 2021. Renovations will then take place over the next 19 days prior to commencement of cricket on Saturday 10th May.

Cricket – The new roller was serviced early in the year and extensive pre-season rolling commenced in March and continued throughout lockdown up to the start of an abbreviated season, with pitches rolled as required. This work, in conjunction with the renovations carried out at the end of the previous season, all helped to give a marked improvement in the pitches provided over the whole season. Hopefully this new high level will again be reached next year.
Some repairs to the covers will be required prior to next season to ensure they are in good working order.

Tennis – Leaves were again becoming a problem this autumn until the purchase of a “Billie Goat” leaf and litter vacuum, with integral chipper. So far, this has been a great success and, during a spell of dry weather, it will also be used to clear leaves that have accumulated in the cricket nets.
The two hard courts are being converted to artificial, with the artificial surface currently being laid down. Some tree pruning/felling will shortly be carried out between these courts and the O2 mast to remove overhanging branches and ivy covered trees and to allow more sunlight onto this section of the courts.




Hawes Down 
Football – Due to lockdown and the curtailment of the season, the only areas that were significantly worn were goal mouths of junior pitches. Drainage was the main issue during the 2019/2020 season with a significant area of one 11-a-side pitch, that straddled the half-way line of the only 9-a-side pitch, becoming very boggy and unplayable after prolonged periods of rain. This necessitated renovations to be carried out to the problem area during the early summer. Unfortunately, this area had not recovered sufficiently when the 2020/2021 season began and so no matches were played on the 11-a-side or 9-a-side pitches until recently. It remains to be seen whether or not the renovated area continues to be playable after a prolonged period of rain. If necessary, I will arrange for HD to be verti-drained during the Christmas break and again during half-term in February.
Please note that HD will be available for 11-a-side football up to and including Sunday 2nd May 2021, with junior 9/7-a-side football guaranteed to Sunday 9th May.

Cricket – The HD square was continually rolled pre-season and throughout lockdown up to the commencement of the shortened 2020 season. There was a definite improvement in pitches provided and I trust that this will continue in 2021. The roller will require servicing before pre-season rolling commences in 2021.


General
A new irrigation system for the main ground still remains a top priority.
Ian Muir continues to be contracted to carry out all ground maintenance. Due to some reduction in the amount of work required during lockdown, it was agreed that there would be no increase to the amount paid to him for the 2020/2021 year.

Whilst on Sunday mornings, the OW Juniors have been employing a car parking monitor and the number of parking issues has dramatically reduced, capacity continues to be a problem on occasions when the league schedule too many 11-a-side junior matches at home. In spite of pitches now being hired at a separate ground, this situation will only get worse in the 2021/2022 when there will be around 35 teams, with at least 2 more 11-a-side teams. It should also be noted that ground along the edges of the driveway around from the main gates towards the bungalow and tennis courts is now being worn away due the amount of parking required on these grassed areas.
Additional hard surface parking spaces at the main ground are a necessity and must be considered in any future plans.

The maintenance contract for HD will again come up for renewal on the 1st March next year. The contract is subject to approval by both the OWA and the schools. I will be seeking the approval of the Heads for any new terms as well as going through any other issues that are included for discussion. Maintenance costs are now shared 50/50 between the schools and the OWA. Note that costs to outside contractors for verti-draining and large one-off renovations are paid 100% by the OWA.

The Gardening Team continues to regularly meet outside lockdown and has recently helped to plant a third memorial tree – the MacAlister tree, next to the Forbes and Kendrick trees.

